
Part Two, The Making of America:

Lesson 1:  Time 42:39 Written by Cleon Skoussen Taught by Earl Taylor

Name: _______________________
[for Sunday, October 12, 2014] Reading: The Making of America, pages xv-12 

 Freedom – An Idea Whose Time Has Come
Pre-lesson questions for homework study and review: 

1. GENERALLY SPEAKING, WHO ARE THE PEOPLE WE CALL THE FOUNDING FATHERS OF OUR

COUNTRY? (PAGES XV-XXXI) WHO ARE THE FOUNDING FARTHERS? 

1) Signers (55) of the Constitution. 2) Debaters of Ratification Process (66): John Adams
(not in Convention) = 121 people + founding mothers, others.

2. IDENTIFY SIX OF THE FOUNDERS WHOSE DESCRIPTIONS PARTICULARLY IMPRESSED YOU, AND

TELL WHY. (XV- XXIX) 

1.) Benjamin Franklin. well known to be the greatest philosopher... operations of
nature he understands...the very heaves obey him" 

2.) William Peirce (no comments entire sessions, only wrote, what made them
believable) 

3.) Alexander Hamilton (xx) no skimming surface...sins to the bottom to see the
foundation" ~through!

4.) James Madison ablest best informed men at the constitution 
5.) Gouvenor Morris - wittiest man at the convention. "charms, captivates, leads

away all the senses of all who hear him" -- also the Preamble’s author!
6.) William Patterson -- "one whose powers break in upon you and establishes

power...great modesty..."looks bespeak talents of no great extent"
7.) George Washington -- "contented with being only a plain citizen"
8.) James Wilson -- born in Scotland, accent same, knew "all the political

institutions of the world he knows in detail"
[an assembly of the greatest of all possible men where there!]

also: John Jay, Samuel Adams, John Hancock, Patrick Henry, Richard Henry Lee, etc.

3. SHOW STATISTICALLY HOW THE CONSTITUTION ELEVATED THE UNITED STATES TO THE

WEALTHIEST NATION ON EARTH. (1) The World's Greatest Success Formula
America by 1900 > – less than 1/16 of World's population – less than 1/16 of world's land 
+producing over 1/2 of goods and services!
Three Things All Mankind Seeks

o Freedom o Prosperity o Peace [Protection Brings It!]

4. NAME SEVEN REVOLUTIONS THAT HAVE OCCURRED IN HUMAN HISTORY, AND TELL WHICH

ONE WAS THE KEY TO THE OTHERS. (2-3) Freedom Produced 6 Revolutions
1r industrial | 2r machine | 3r transportation | 4r communication |5r energy | 6r



computer | 7r key= Freedom

5. TELL THE REASONING GIVEN BY CHARLES PINCKNEY WHICH MOTIVATED THE FOUNDERS TO

INVENT A WHOLE NEW SYSTEM OF GOVERNMENT. (3-4) 
[freedom flows from and then to the people in an election.]
6. EXPLAIN THE FOUNDERS' VIEW OF HUMAN NATURE. (4) Human Nature [founder’s beliefs]

| - sunshine [pilgrims] | - shadow [hitler]
7. SOMETIMES WE REFER TO THE ESTABLISHMENT OF AMERICA AS A "MIRACLE." SUPPORT THAT

POSITION WITH QUOTATIONS FROM THE FOUNDERS. (5) 
G. Washington - "little short of a miracle"
J. Madison - less than a miracle"
8. IT WAS CONSIDERED GOOD FORTUNE THAT PROVIDENCE HAD BLESSED AMERICA WITH THE

IDEAL "CULTURAL SOIL" IN WHICH FREEDOM COULD NOURISH. 
J. Adams - "opening of a grand scene and design in providence"
TELL HOW JOHN JAY, THE FIRST CHIEF JUSTICE OF THE U.S. SUPREME COURT, DESCRIBED THIS

AMERICAN CULTURE. (5-6) 
“Providence has been pleased to give this one connected country to one united people...”
9. DESCRIBE THE FOUNDERS' VISION FOR AMERICA IN TERMS OF GEOGRAPHY, POPULATION, AND

WORLDWIDE INFLUENCE. (6-8) Geog: entire American Continent Pop.:50 mill(100yrs) 200-
300 Million(later ‘day’) Influence worldwide: “model for the rest of mankind”
10. EVEN BEFORE THE INK WAS DRY ON AMERICA'S FOUNDING DOCUMENTS, FOREIGNERS

REALIZED THAT THE AMERICAN SYSTEM WAS THE HOPE OF THE WORLD. 
WHO WERE SOME OF THESE FOREIGNERS, AND HOW DID THEY EXPRESS THEIR ENTHUSIASM FOR

AMERICA? (8-9) 
DeToqueville -- high admiration of America.
British Prime Minister Gladstone - "greatest piece of work ever struck off at a given time
by the brain and purpose of man"
11. WHAT WAS THE OCCASION OF SAMUEL LANGDON'S 1788 SPEECH BEFORE THE

MASSACHUSETTS LEGISLATURE? WHAT ADVICE DID HE GIVE ABOUT ELECTING PEOPLE TO PUBLIC

OFFICE? (9-10) Samuel Langdon’s advise about whom to elect to office: men of 1) good
understanding 2)known honesty 3) fear God (love of truth) 4)no immoral people
12. IN WHAT WAYS DID THE FOUNDING FATHERS DIFFER FROM EACH OTHER? > remarkable
unanimity HOW, THEN, DO WE EXPLAIN THEIR REMARKABLE UNANIMITY IN FUNDAMENTAL

BELIEFS? (10-11) >1)-Culture 2)-Beliefs–  read mostly the same books
13. WHAT DO YOU THINK THE FOUNDERS WOULD SAY TODAY, MORE THAN 200 YEARS LATER,
ABOUT HOW WELL WE HAVE PRESERVED THE SYSTEM THEY GAVE TO US? 

This course is designed to help each participant experience the thrill of walking down
the "freedom trail" which the founders already blazed. Are you ready? (11-12) 
14. AMONG ALL THE THINGS AMERICA EXPORTS TO FOREIGN LANDS TODAY, WHAT SHOULD BE

OUR GREATEST EXPORT OF ALL? (12)  Freedom


