


To Be A Nation God Could Bless –  A King  Who Seeks God: 2Chron Chap 17-20
I. The Presence of God Was With Him                                                                                                                  2Chron 17:3-5 “The Lord was with Jehoshaphat because he walked in the 1st ways of his father David & sought not (false god) Baal but sought to the LORD God of his father (Asa) & walked in His commandments & not after the doings of Israel. Therefore the LORD stablished the king-dom in his hand; & all Judah brought to Jehoshaphat presents; he had much riches & honor.”
II. There was Revival When the King Sought the LORD                                                                                         2Chron 17:6 “And his heart was lifted up in the ways of the LORD. He took away the high places (places for pagan worship) & the groves (wooden images) out of Judah.”
III. Biblical Education Was Provided by the Priests & Levites to Teach Law of the LORD:     2Chron 17:7-9 “In the 3rd year he sent princes, Levites & priests. They taught in Judah & had the book of the law of the LORD with them & went throughout all the cities of Judah & taught the people.   Deut 17:18 (Moses) “It shall be when he [the king] sits on the throne of his kingdom, that he shall write him a copy of this law in a book that is before the priests & Levites. It shall be with him & he shall read it all the days of his life: that he may learn to fear the LORD & keep His law & statutes to do them, that his heart not be lifted up above his brethren & he not turn from God’s commandments, that he may continue long his days in his kingdom, he & his children.” We too must study & proclaim the Word of God: 2Tim 2:2,15; Phil 2:15-16.                                                                                                                                  2Sam 23:3-4 God said to David “He that rules over men must be just, ruling in the fear of God. He shall be as the light of the morning, when the sun rises, even a morning without clouds:         …as the tender grass springing out of the earth by clear shining after rain.”   
IV. Blessing of God: There was No War and No Hunger, but there was Prosperity                                                             2Chron 17:10-12a “The fear of the LORD fell on all the kingdoms of the lands around Judah, so they made no war against Jehoshaphat. Philistines brought presents & tribute silver. Arabians brought flocks. Jehoshaphat became increasingly more powerful.”  Prov 28:20; Heb 11:6.   
V.  God Blessed the Nation of Judah with Economic Growth & Business Development                                                                                  2Chron 17:12b-13a “He built in Judah castles (fortresses) & cities of store.                                                    He had much business in the cities of Judah.”  God makes what we do to prosper: Ps 1:2-3. 
VI. God Blessed the Nation of Judah with Security: Army at His Service                                                                                                                                 2Chron 17:13b-19 “The men of war, mighty men of valor, were in Jerusalem. These waited on the king.” King Jehoshaphat had cooperation of the army in Judah. Heb 13:5-6.
2Chron 18 – Bible tells us of Jehoshaphat’s alliance with ungodly King Ahab of Israel.                                  2Chron 19:3 A prophet Jehu rebuked him but commended him for “good things in that he had taken away the groves out of the land & prepared his heart to seek God.”
VII. King Jehoshaphat  Participated in Evangelism: To Bring people back to God                                                                                      2Chron 19:4 “Jehoshaphat dwelled in Jerusalem & he went out again through the people from Beer-sheba to the south and to Mount Ephraim to the north & brought the people back unto the LORD God of their fathers.” (Rom 1:15-16). “If My people, which are called by My name, shall humble themselves, and pray, and seek My face, and turn from their wicked ways; then will I hear from heaven, and will forgive their sin, and will heal their land (2Chron 7:14).
VIII. God brought Justice with Judges on the King’s Team Who would Fear & Serve God:                                                              2Chron 19:5-11 He set judges in the land in all the fenced cities to decide & apply justice in the fear of the LORD with a perfect heart. There was to be no iniquity with the LORD nor respect of persons nor taking of gifts. In Jerusalem he appointed Levites, priests & chief of the fathers of Israel for judgment. He set up a system of appeals over which the chief priest, Amariah  presided in spiritual matters; Zebadiah, ruler of house of Judah for all civil matters. Levites were officers.                              “Deal courageously and the LORD shall be with the good.”                                                                      King Jehoshaphat had cooperation of civil & spiritual leaders to provide justice in Judah.
  “Righteousness exalts a nation, but sin is a reproach to any people” (Prov 14:34)
Haiti has problems of poverty & lack of education, jobs and health care.                                             There is a lesson from the nation of Judah “that sought God”.
People are hungry in Haiti. The Church should help but the people need jobs to help themselves.                        To get jobs, people need education to learn skills for the jobs.                                                      To make jobs available, Haiti needs economic growth & business development.                          For economic growth & business development in Haiti, here must be strong security and justice. There must be security with order; security officers with integrity, without corruption;                                                                         There must be justice in the fear of the LORD with respect of God’s law & rights of each person.                                            That can happen only as the king and nation seek the one true God.   What can save Haiti?                                                                                                                                             
If Christians will take their responsibility to teach the law of God; hold forth the Word of God.  If Christians will take their responsibility to live their faith; Love their neighbor as themselves.                                                                                                                                                                  If Christians will take their responsibility to give the gospel for God to bring people to Himself.       1Pet 3:18 Christ Himself died once for sins, the just for the unjust, that He might bring us to God                                                                                                                                                            
Then Haiti could be a nation that seeks God;   a nation where the presence of God is;                                         a nation revived not lost in misery;  a nation that in justice fears God & desires to obey Him;                                                                                                                                                                                         a nation that enjoys education, health care, provision of needs met, business development, secur-                                                                                ity, justice & no conflict but peace “that passes all understanding.” God gives us the answer:                                                        
Paul taught:  “Humble yourselves in the sight of the Lord, and He shall lift you up” (James 4:10).

Haiti:  A nation whose hope is in God.  God speaks in Ps 91:15 “He shall call upon Me and I will answer him: I will be with him in trouble; I will deliver him and honor him.”  
  “Whosoever believes that Jesus is the Christ is born of God.. (This birth is reflected in love for others who have been born into the family of God.) By this we know that we love the children of God, when we love God, and keep His Commandments.. For whatsoever is born of God over-comes the world: and this is the victory that overcomes the world, even our faith. Who is he that overcomes the world, but he that believes that Jesus is the Son of God?” (1John 5:1-5).
  What will save Haiti? It’s one believer extending love to another believer.. When we study God’s Word, live God’s Word & tell God’s Word, Giving God the glory; What Will save Haiti  “(He) To whom God would make known what is the riches of the glory of this mystery among the Gentiles;  which is Christ in you, the hope of Glory Whom we preach, warning every man, and teaching every man in all wisdom: that we may present every man perfect in Christ Jesus””  (Col 1:27-28).
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