The Gospel Displayed in Four Roses

Personal ministry gets motivated by deep personal joy. You cannot believe that you have been chosen to be rescued from the confines of your own little self-defined world and have been chosen to be part of the glorious  wonder of what it means to live for something other than yourself – Living for the Glory of God:

As the Church: A Ministering Community: Illustrated in the Gospel Displayed in Four Roses:
  Eph 3:21 “Unto Him be glory in the Church by Christ Jesus throughout all ages, world without end. Amen.”
We must ask ourselves, ‘Is God getting the glory in this church or do I just want to look good?’
  1Cor 12:13 “For by one [Holy] Spirit are we [Christians] all baptized into one body, whether we be Jews or Gentiles, whether we be bond or free; and have all been made to drink into one Spirit.”
  Eph 3:17-19 “That Christ may dwell in your hearts by faith; that you, being rooted and grounded in love, [Only the Holy Spirit can touch our heart.] May be able to comprehend with all saints, 
what is	the width [God’s love], and length [Wisdom of God], and depth [of sin], and height [life lived in Him].
And to know the love of Christ: which passes knowledge, that you might be filled with all the fullness of God.”

Rose #1: Red Rose: Sins as Scarlet
  I am convinced that we must be gripped by the gravity of our sin. We have given our love that belongs to God to the things of this world. And it is destroying us.
  Isa 1:18 “Come now, and let us reason together, says the LORD: Though your sins be as scarlet, they shall be as white as snow [cotton]. Though they be red as crimson, they shall be as wool.”
	*We lust for things like others have;
	*We have pride in what we can do above others;
	*We insist on our own way loudly;
	*We discipline not in love but out of control or abuse;
	*We have bitterness when we don’t get our own way; no repentance.
  Rom 3:10, 11,18 “As it is written, There is none righteous, no not one.
                               There is none that understands, there is none that seeks after God.
		     There is no fear of God before their eyes.”
  Rom 3:23 “For all have sinned and come short of the glory of God.”

Rose #2: White Rose: Saved and Washed; Righteous Before God
  1Pet 1:18-20 “..Not redeemed with corruptible things, as silver and gold, from your vain conduct received by tradition from your fathers; But with the precious blood of Christ, as of a lamb without blemish and without spot:
Who verily was foreordained before the foundation of the world, but was revealed in these last times for you..”
  I am persuaded that we must be gripped by the glories of the Grace of our Lord Jesus Christ.
  Eph 2:8-9 “For by grace are you saved through faith and not of yourselves: it is the gift of God: Not of works lest any man should boast.”
  If we are gripped by the glories of His Grace, it will make a difference in our lives.
  Not just to escape from hell, blanket forgiveness or empowerment for better living:
  Phil 2:5-11 “Let this mind be in you, which was also in Christ Jesus:
  	Who being in the form of God, thought it not robbery to be equal with God:
	But made Himself of no reputation and took upon Him the form of a servant,
	And was made in the likeness of men; And being found in fashion as a man,
	He humbled Himself and became obedient unto death, even the death of the cross.
	Wherefore God has also highly exalted Him, and given him the name which is above every name:
	That at the name of Jesus, every knee should bow, 
of things in heaven and things in earth, and things under the earth:
And that every tongue should confess that Jesus Christ is Lord to the glory of God the Father.”
  Rom 3:24-26 “Being justified freely, by His grace through the redemption that is in Christ Jesus:
Whom God has set forth as a propitiation through faith in His blood, to declare His righteousness for the remission of sins that are past, through the forbearance of God; To declare, I say, at this time His righteousness:  that He might be just and justifier of him which believes in Jesus.”
  
Eph 4:26-.27,29-32 “Be you angry and sin not; let the sun not go down on your wrath. Neither give place to the devil. Let no corrupt communication proceed out of your mouth, but that which is good to the use of edifying, that it may minister grace unto the hearers. And grieve not the Holy Spirit, whereby you are sealed unto the day of redemption. Let all bitterness, wrath and anger and evil speaking be put away from you with malice. Be kind to one another, tenderhearted, forgiving one another even as God for Christ’s sake has forgiven you.”
Tit 2:11-13 “For the grace of God that brings salvation has appeared to all people, teaching us that denying ungodliness and worldly lusts, we should live soberly, righteously, and godly in this present world: Looking for that blessed hope and the glorious appearing of the great God and our Savior Jesus Christ.”

Goal of Grace: God would purify unto Himself a people that are His very own, eager to do what is good, loving God and one another. God will settle for nothing less, than your whole heart ruled by Him, unchallenged.

Rose #3: Pink Rose: Seeing the Stunning Wisdom of God’s Word
Rom 11:33-36 “O the depth of the riches both of the wisdom and knowledge of God: 
How unsearchable are His judgments and His ways past finding out?
	For who has known the mind of the Lord? or who has known His counselor?
	Or who has first given to Him and it shall be recompensed unto Him again?
	For of him, and through Him, and to Him are all things: To Whom be Glory Forever. Amen.”
  Job 28:28 “And unto man, He said, Behold the fear of the LORD, that is wisdom:
             And to depart from evil is understanding.”
  John 20:31 “But these are written that you might believe that Jesus is the Christ,
	The Son of God, and that believing you might have life through His name.”
  1John 5:13 “These things have I written unto you that believe on the name of the Son of God; 
	That you may KNOW that you have eternal life, and that you may believe on the name of the Son of God.”
  1Pet 1:23,25 “Being born again, not of corruptible seed, but of incorruptible, by the Word of God, 
             which lives and abides forever. But the Word of the Lord endures forever.
	And this is the Word which by the Gospel is preached unto you.”

Rose #4: Rare Yellow Rose: In Jesus Christ, We are a Significent part in the Kingdom of God.
  Heb 12:2 “Looking unto Jesus, the author and finisher of our faith: who for the joy that was set before Him, endured the cross, despising the shame and is set down at the right hand of the throne of God.
  Rom 12:1,2 “By the mercies of God, that you present your bodies a living sacrifice, holy, acceptable, unto God,
which is your reasonable service. And be not conformed to this world: but be transformed by the renewing of your mind, that you may prove what is that good, and acceptable, and perfect will of God.”
  Heb 12:28 “Wherefore, we receiving a kingdom which cannot be moved, let us have grace, whereby we may serve God acceptably with reverence and godly fear.”

  God’s Eternal Purpose: To Gather a Holy Devoted People in Complete Fellowship with Him for His Glory.
  Num 14:2 “All the earth shall be filled with the Glory of the LORD.”
  Isa 43:7 “Even every one that is called by My name, for I have created him for My Glory.”
  Ps 115:1 “Not unto us, O LORD, not unto us, but unto Your name give glory,
	      For your mercy and for your truth’s sake.”
  1Cor 3:18 “But we all, with open face beholding as in a glass the glory of the Lord,
                    are changed into the same image from glory to glory, even as by the Spirit of the Lord.”
  1Pet 5:10-11 “But the God of all grace, who has called us unto His eternal glory by Christ Jesus, after that you  
                     have suffered a while, make you perfect, stablish, strengthen, settle you.
                     To Him be glory and dominion forever and ever. Amen.”
  


  


