“Statistics Show that Religious People are Just as Bad as the Rest” Why? 
by Ray Comfort of Living Waters Ministries;   Quotes from The Evidence Study Bible
 
 Jer 23:32 “Behold, I am against them that prophesy false dreams, says the LORD & do tell them & cause My people to err by their lies & by their lightness; yet I sent them not, nor commanded them: therefore they shall not profit this people at all, says the LORD.”
   The modern church has proclaimed a false gospel that has produced millions of false converts (those we commonly call “backsliders”. These people are normally bitter at Christianity. They feel cheated, and so they should. They heard a false gospel and had a false conversion, and the Bible warns that those who experience such will end up in a worse state than before their “conversion” 2Peter 2:20: “For if after they have escaped the pollutions of the world through the knowledge of the Lord and Savior Jesus Christ, they are again entangled therein, and overcome, the latter end is worse with them than the beginning.”
   
However, even more tragic than the false converts who fall away from the faith is the category of false converts who stay within the Church. They profess the Christian faith, but as statistics confirm, their hypocritical lifestyles don’t match what they profess. The Bible calls them “goats” among the “sheep” The day will come when the Good Shepherd separates the sheep from the goats. The sheep (true converts) will go into everlasting life & the goats (false converts) will go into everlasting damnation (Mat 25:32-46)
  Here is the difference between the true gospel & the false gospel. The false message says that you should come to Christ “because something is missing in your life—you have a God-shaped hole in your heart. God has a wonderful plan for your life.” Life-improvement is not the right motivation for God to restore relationship with us guilty sinners. 
  Jer 23:17 “They say continually unto them that despise Me, The LORD has said, ‘You shall have Peace;’ and they say unto everyone that walks after the imagination of his own heart, ‘No evil shall come upon you.’” This also is the message of modern evangelism. A blasphemous world is told that God loves them and that they can have peace with Him by “asking Jesus into their heart.” This is not the gospel. “We must be careful to sow the pure seed of the gospel, lest we reap false converts.” Ray Comfort
God’s wrath abides on sinners & the only way they can make peace with a holy God is to repent and trust Jesus Christ as Lord & Savior. They must surrender to His will. 
        
  The Law speaks to our conscience and brings us knowledge of sin in our heart and that we desperately need a Savior. Without the mercy of God in Christ, we will come under God’s just wrath, and end up in hell. We should come to Christ for no other reason. Had there been no perfect righteousness demanded by the Law, Jesus would not have had to suffer for our sins. 
Jer 24:7 “And I will give them a heart to know Me, that I am the LORD: and they shall be My people, and I will be their God: for they shall return unto Me with their whole heart.” This is what happens to a person at conversion when He surrenders to Jesus Christ. We who didn’t know God, now know Him. He opens our blind eyes to His majesty. Nothing is the same as it was before. “We are new creatures in Christ.”
 “The invasion of the Church by the world hinders the extension of Christ’s kingdom. In all ages conformity to the world by Christians has resulted in lack of spiritual life & a consequent lack of spiritual vision.. A socialized or self-centered church can never evangelize the world.” John R. Mott/Nobel Peace Prize 11/14/46-YMCA   “Christianity today is man-centered not God-centered.”  A. W. Tozer/ 1897-1963
 
  “Here is a perfect description of the contemporary church, especially in America with its beautiful facilities, finest music & state-of-the-art technology. It has busied itself in everything but the will of God: ‘to seek and to save the lost.’ It is the lukewarm contemporary church where only 2% have any concern f
or the salvation of the world. The root of the problem is a lack of the fear of the Lord.” Ray Comfort
  “Unless God is pleased to grant a real revival, it will not be long ere the darkness shall cover the earth, and gross darkness the people, for the light of the true gospel is rapidly disappearing.
   “Those preachers that tell sinners that they would be saved without forsaking their idols, without repenting, without surrendering to the Lordship of Christ, are as erroneous & dangerous as others who insist that salvation is by works & that heaven must be earned by our own efforts.” A.W. Pink/1886-1952
“How can you serve the Lord with your lips if you do not serve Him with your lives? How can you preach His gospel with your tongues, when with your hands, feet & heart you preach the devil’s gospel & set up an antichrist by your practical unholiness?” Charles Spurgeon/ British Preacher/ 1834-1892
“All the song and dance in the world does not please God if we don’t do things & live according to the Scriptures.” Ray Comfort
 
“For as much as we need to convert the lost to Christianity, more & more we need to convert the Christians to Christianity.” C. K. Chesterton/ English Christian Apologist/ 1874/1936
  “The world sleeps peacefully in the darkness of ignorance, in the prison of sin & at the same time there is the call for the flames of eternal justice. There is only one door to “escape death. The Church has been entrusted with the task of awakening them before it is too late. There are only a few who run headlong into the flames to warn them to flee. Will you be one of them?”  Charles Spurgeon/British/ 1832-1892
“If you see one hurrying on to destruction, use the utmost of your endeavor to stop him in his course.” George Whitefield/ Church of England Evangelist/ 1714/1770
“Would to God the Church was on fire. This world would shake in its foundation. May God wake up a slumbering church: It’s not to shout Amen & clap hands but to go right to work; There will be a time to shout later.”  D. L. Moody/ American Evangelist/ 1837-1899
  “Why are so few people coming into the Kingdom? There’s not a definite effort put forth to persuade a definite person to receive a definite Savior at a definite time, and that definite time is now.” Billy Sunday/ American Evangelist & National League baseball player/ 1862-193.5
“God never forces His will on men. He calls them to Himself but if they will not follow Him, then God lets them have their own way. Every time we give up a part of our faith to fit into the ways of the world – we lose – a precious part of God’s promise – a sacrifice to the world & the world will never give it back.
  “And someday when the world tells us we can no longer have our religion except where they say, and God is driven from our schools, government and homes, then God’s people can look back and know our religion was not taken from us; it was given up and handed over bit by bit until there was nothing left.” Robert Sheffey in 1902 from the movie “Sheffey”
“The Church was a glorious means to the task of finishing the Great Commission. A Christian who gives his life to Christ enters into the realm of responsibility. Ps 67:1,2. “God be merciful unto us and bless us; and cause His face to shine upon us. Selah. That Thy way may be known upon earth, Your salvation among all nations (God gives us salvation-we give our life back to serve Him). Missions is the chief end of the Church.” Andrew Murray/ S. African theologian/ 1828/1917Matt 5:14,16 “Ye are the light of the world. A city that is set on a hill cannot be hid. Let your light so shine before men, that they may see your good works, and glorify your Father which is in heaven.”
  “God has given the Church certain principles to follow: holy living, travailing prayer and biblical preaching that He can use to usher a revival of true Christianity to this dark & dying world.”  Ray Comfort
