
Part One, American Government and U.S. Constitution

Lesson 25:  Protecting the Role of the Family 
(Principle 26) Name: _______________________

Part II: The Founders’ Basic Principles – 28 Great Ideas that Changed the World 
Lesson 25 Time: 37:36 [for Sunday, August 31, 2014]
The 5000 Year Leap: 26th Principle, Reading Assignment: (pages 281-288);

 Protecting the Role of the Family 
Lesson objectives:  As a result of this lesson, the student should be able to discuss the
following questions/topics: 

1. ACCORDING TO ALEXIS DE TOCQUEVILLE, HOW DID FAMILY LIFE IN AMERICA DIFFER FROM

FAMILY LIFE IN EUROPE DURING THE 1830S? (PAGES 281-82)
A Family-Centered Culture
o deToqueville: (quote)

- European family life:
- Turbulence in society comes from home (problems)
- Wants to forget troubled home life [so agitates while at work]

-American family life
- marriage is respected
- Home is a refuge from turmoil of society
- Carries love of order from home into society

2. HOW ARE MEN AND WOMEN EQUAL UNDER GOD'S LAW? WHAT DID JOHN LOCKE SAY TO

SUPPORT THIS POSITION? (282-83) 

Equality of Men and Women
o Biblical law of “differential equality”
o Role of Man [as a king]

- protect and provide
- decision-making for the family
- voted for the family

 o Role of Woman [as a queen]
- Bring children into family
- Strengthen the family environment
- Nurture and teach children

Locke [p.283]
o Scripture teaches equality (quote)
 - Paternal authority should be called parental authority [that is, both should share]
3. HOW DID THE LIFESTYLE OF EARLY AMERICAN FAMILIES CONTRIBUTE TO THEIR SUCCESS?
(283-84) 

o [Wallace Notestein: husband to honor his wife “with due regard.” OT & NT commands
- even to make financial compensation.]



4. IS BENJAMIN FRANKLIN A LEGITIMATE SOURCE OF ADVICE ON HAPPY FAMILY LIFE? WHY?
(284-85) 

Benjamin Franklin on Marriage

5. HOW DID FRANKLIN ATTEMPT TO PERSUADE A YOUNG FRIEND TO GET MARRIED? (285) 

o Counsel to friend wanting to take a mistress
- Marriage is the proper remedy
- A single man resembles an odd half of a pair of scissors

[Yes, he a great source for advice, and was not true he had 13 illegitimate children]

6. EXPLAIN WHY PARENTAL AUTHORITY IS BASED ON NATURAL LAW. (285-86) 

o Authority of parents over children is natural law concept (quote)
- teach and care for ‘till reason shall take its place’

7. ACCORDING TO LOCKE, WHAT IS THE MEANING OF MATURITY? (286-87) 

o When is one mature? (P 286)
- when he knows the bounds of his actions by the law he is required to live under
[- when a parent and a child are equally free under the law]

8. WHAT IS THE RESPONSIBILITY OF CHILDREN TO THEIR PARENTS? DOES IT HAVE ROOTS IN

NATURAL LAW? (287) 

o Responsibility of children to parents:
- perpetual obligation to honor
- no state can absolve children of this duty
- government must not interfere with parents

9. WHY DID LOCKE SAY THAT NO GOVERNMENT SHOULD INTERFERE WITH LEGITIMATE FAMILY

RELATIONS? (287-88) 

[o special aspect to honoring parents:
- for children caring for their parents when they can’t care for themselves]


