Part One, American Government and U.S. Constitution

Lesson 2: Introduction (#2) Ruler’s Law vs. People’s Law
Time- 40:44 Name:
The Founder’s Monumental Problem:
Structuring a Government with All the Power in the People
Principle #_ (Introduction) Reading Assignment: The 5000 Year Leap: (pages 9-33)
Lesson 2 objectives: As a result of this lesson, the student should be able to discuss the

following questions/topics:
1. DESCRIBE THE TWO EXTREMES OF TODAY'S POPULAR POLITICAL SPECTRUM.

Today’s Political Spectrum

Moderate
Left <=-----mmmmmm => Right
Communism ? Confusing ? Facism
Conservative ? Liberal

2. DESCRIBE THE TWO EXTREMES OF THE FOUNDERS' POLITICAL SPECTRUM AND TELL WHY IT IT A BETTER WAY TO
MEASURE GOVERNMENT.

The Founder’s Political Spectrum

Ruler’s Law No Law
100% People’s Law = Control Over People 0%
< S e =>
Tyranny Anarchy

Wanted= Just enough law to get respect (People would consent to it)

3. GIVE AT LEAST FIVE CHARACTERISTICS OF RULER'S LAW.

Ruler’s Law

*o All Power in the Ruler *o Government is by whims of men
*o People are not equal *o Ruler’s edicts are law

*o Property is realm of ruler *0 More bureaus, regulators and taxes
*o Power in the top down *o Freedom not solution to anything
*0 No unalienable rights *0 Blood and Terror

4. GIVE AT LEAST FIVE CHARACTERISTICS OF PEOPLE'S LAW.

People’s Law (p12)

*o All freemen

*o Laws and leaders by common consent

*o Power dispersed

*o0 Small manageable units

*0 Unalienable rights [life liberty and pursuit of happiness]

*0 Reparation to the victim (include sometimes punitive damages]
*o Solve problems locally



5. WHAT TWO GREAT CIVILIZATIONS DID THE FOUNDERS ADMIRE FOR THEIR INSTITUTES OF GOVERNMENT. TELL
HOW THEY WANTED TO MEMORIALIZE THEM.

[Greece & Rome are not classic civilizations due to their problems]
*o Ancient Israelites

*0 Anglo-Saxons (early England)

*o Depicted on original seal proposed for United
States:

6. DESCRIBE THE POSITION OF THE ARTICLES OF
CONFEDERATION AND THE CONSTITUTION ON THE FOUNDERS' SPECTRUM.

*0 Articles of Confederation (1777) too close to Anarchy. [extreme in reaction to King
George]
*o0 Constitution (1787) in the Balanced Center.
*0 The Three-Headed Eagle (through one neck) with Separate but Coordinated Powers
.. “0 The Two Wings of the Eagle
= - - Problem-solving Wing
- Conservation Wing
{both wings needed for bird to fly straight!}

7. IF THE FEDERAL GOVERNMENT WERE TO MOVE ON THE
SPECTRUM FROM ITS ORIGINAL POSITION, WHICH
DIRECTION WOULD IT MOST LIKELY MOVE? GIVE TWO SPECIFIC  Current US “Great Seal”
WARNINGS FROM THE FOUNDERS TO PREVENT SUCH A MOVE.

Warnings of the Founders

*o0 Don’t waste the labors of people with high taxes (quote Jackson, p.29)
*o0 Don’t level property [and /or wealth] of people

*0 [Maintain education to sustain such principled law.]



